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The Mao Nagas were Ungamis, and used
to be rather a handful for the Manipuris
to manage. They were always getting up
feuds with the villagers over the border, and
the Manipuris were very often afraid of
hauling them over the coals for it, for fear
of getting the worst of the fray. We stayed
two days at Kohima on our way to Jorehat,
and travelled after leaving there through
the Namba forest to the next station,
called Golaghat. We took eight days to
do this bit of our journey, as the weather
was delicious, and we wanted to make the
most of our time on the road, being in no
hurry to arrive at our destination. This
Namba forest covers an enormous area. It
extends hundreds of miles each side of the
road, which is constructed right through the
middle of it. "The scenery is wonderful.
High forest jungle rises each side of you
as you ride along. Here and there you
come across a river, whose sandy banks show
the footprints of many a wild beast. Bears,